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Tourism/Chamber of Commerce/Main 

Street/Economic Development-How do we all fit?

~Tourism office is a DMO (Destination Marketing Organization) promotes 
Radfordõs assets to folks OUTSIDE of Radford (they visit, eat/shop/stay, pay 
taxes, return home)

*effectiveness is tracked by meals, lodging and sales tax

~Chamber of Commerce is a membership-based organization that connects 
business owners to business owners for networking and furthering the interests of 
businesses

~Virginia Main Street program is a preservation-based economic and 
community development program to revitalize historic commercial districts

~Economic Development office oversees the economic well being                                 
and quality of life for a community by creating/retaining jobs to                            
support/grow the tax base



Tourism Initiative

~City Council began tourism program when industry was 

leaving/closing

~Visitorõs Center was created inside Glencoe, a City owned 

property, shared signage was installed, created a tourism 

website, VisitRadford.com and numerous brochures and 

maps

~Having had no tax increases in the following categories, 

the growth weõve seen is an accurate reflection of steady 

increases in consumer spending   



The numbers



Ã When you add:

What does that mean for Radford?

Meals Tax

$1,100,000 
+

Sales Tax

$1,000,000 
+

Lodging Tax

$200,000

=$2,300,000 divided by 17,658 

residentsé..$130.25 per resident!

($73.62 with only meals/lodging)



It all begins withéa strategic plan!

Long term 
goals

Signature 
Events

Marketing
Regional 

Collaboration

Growth



Our newest tourism attractions!



Mary Draper Ingles Weekend & 

Outdoor Drama

ôLong 

Way 

Home, 

1971-

1999



Celebrate our Rail Heritage

Currently working 
with VT Architecture 

Class



Our signature eventsé
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Growth



Native American Heritage Festival

April 13, 2019

The PowWow features Native American dancing and lifestyle 

demos, along with great food and vendors, and is held each year 

in Bisset Park


